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these initiatives, including the recent wholly 
unbalanced and inflammatory UNESCO reso-
lution regarding Jerusalem. And we have 
made clear our strong opposition to Pales-
tinian efforts against Israel at the ICC, 
which only sets back the prospects for peace. 

And we all understand that the Palestinian 
Authority has a lot more to do to strengthen 
its institutions and improve governance. 

Most troubling of all, Hamas continues to 
pursue an extremist agenda: they refuse to 
accept Israel’s very right to exist. They have 
a one-state vision of their own: all of the 
land is Palestine. Hamas and other radical 
factions are responsible for the most explicit 
forms of incitement to violence, and many of 
the images that they use are truly appalling. 
And they are willing to kill innocents in 
Israel and put the people of Gaza at risk in 
order to advance that agenda. 

Compounding this, the humanitarian situ-
ation in Gaza, exacerbated by the closings of 
the crossings, is dire. Gaza is home to one of 
the world’s densest concentrations of people 
enduring extreme hardships with few oppor-
tunities. 1.3 million people out of Gaza’s pop-
ulation of 1.8 million are in need of daily as-
sistance—food and shelter. Most have elec-
tricity less than half the time and only 5 per-
cent of the water is safe to drink. And yet 
despite the urgency of these needs, Hamas 
and other militant groups continue to re- 
arm and divert reconstruction materials to 
build tunnels, threatening more attacks on 
Israeli civilians that no government can tol-
erate. 

Now, at the same time, we have to be clear 
about what is happening in the West Bank. 
The Israeli prime minister publicly supports 
a two-state solution, but his current coali-
tion is the most right wing in Israeli history, 
with an agenda driven by the most extreme 
elements. The result is that policies of this 
government, which the prime minister him-
self just described as ‘‘more committed to 
settlements than any in Israel’s history,’’ 
are leading in the opposite direction. They’re 
leading towards one state. In fact, Israel has 
increasingly consolidated control over much 
of the West Bank for its own purposes, effec-
tively reversing the transitions to greater 
Palestinian civil authority that were called 
for by the Oslo Accords. 

I don’t think most people in Israel, and 
certainly in the world, have any idea how 
broad and systematic the process has be-
come. But the facts speak for themselves. 
The number of settlers in the roughly 130 
Israeli settlements east of the 1967 lines has 
steadily grown. The settler population in the 
West Bank alone, not including East Jeru-
salem, has increased by nearly 270,000 since 
Oslo, including 100,000 just since 2009, when 
President Obama’s term began. 

There’s no point in pretending that these 
are just in large settlement blocks. Nearly 
90,000 settlers are living east of the separa-
tion barrier that was created by Israel itself 
in the middle of what, by any reasonable def-
inition, would be the future Palestinian 
state. And the population of these distant 
settlements has grown by 20,000 just since 
2009. In fact, just recently the government 
approved a significant new settlement well 
east of the barrier, closer to Jordan than to 
Israel. What does that say to Palestinians in 
particular—but also to the United States and 
the world—about Israel’s intentions? 

Let me emphasize, this is not to say that 
the settlements are the whole or even the 
primary cause of this conflict. Of course they 
are not. Nor can you say that if the settle-
ments were suddenly removed, you’d have 
peace. Without a broader agreement, you 
would not. And we understand that in a final 
status agreement, certain settlements would 
become part of Israel to account for the 
changes that have taken place over the last 

49 years—we understand that—including the 
new democratic demographic realities that 
exist on the ground. They would have to be 
factored in. 

But if more and more settlers are moving 
into the middle of Palestinian areas, it’s 
going to be just that much harder to sepa-
rate, that much harder to imagine transfer-
ring sovereignty, and that is exactly the out-
come that some are purposefully accel-
erating. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the com-
plete text of the Secretary’s speech, 
which, again, I urge all Senators to 
read in its entirety, can be found at the 
following Web site: https:// 
www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2016/ 
12/266119.htm. 
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REMEMBERING STANLEY RUSS 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 

I wish to pay tribute to former Arkan-
sas State Senator Stanley Russ of 
Conway, AR. 

Stanley Russ was born in Conway in 
1930. He graduated from Conway High 
School in 1948 and went on to attend 
Arkansas Tech University and Arkan-
sas State Teachers College, now the 
University of Central Arkansas, before 
earning a bachelor of science in edu-
cation from the University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville. 

Russ also served his country in mul-
tiple ways, including in the U.S. Army 
from 1952 to 1954, where he completed 
officer candidate school. Later, he 
served as a company commander in the 
Arkansas National Guard. Russ was in-
ducted into the U.S. Field Artillery 
OCS Hall of Fame at Fort Sill in 1995. 

Senator Russ served in the Arkansas 
Senate from 1975 to 2000. He was the 
president pro tempore from 1995 to 1997 
and served as the majority leader in 
1997. During his time in public office, 
he was known as an advocate for pub-
lic, private, and higher education. 

Russ was named one of the Ten Out-
standing State Legislators in the 
United States by the Assembly of State 
Government Employees in 1981. Four 
years later, he was honored for Distin-
guished Service by the Municipal 
League of Arkansas. He was elected 
into the Arkansas Tech University Hall 
of Distinction in 1994 and the Arkansas 
Agriculture Hall of Fame in 2000. 

Stanley Russ was a beloved public 
servant who devoted his life to Arkan-
sas. He was a leader who worked with 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
and didn’t care who got the credit as 
long as the goal was accomplished. 
Stanley showed kindness and consider-
ation to everyone who approached him. 
I sincerely appreciate his devotion to 
our State and its citizens. 

He will be greatly missed by all. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to his fam-
ily during this difficult time. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO NELL PAYNE 
∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to commend Nell Payne for her distin-
guished career in public service. 

For the past 16 years, she has served 
as the director of government relations 
for the Smithsonian Institution, where 
she has been a tireless advocate for the 
Smithsonian. She has worked to ad-
vance the institution’s mission of pro-
moting the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge. 

Her professionalism, expertise, and 
integrity have helped the Smithsonian 
improve on its reputation as the pre-
mier museum system in the world. Her 
leadership and vision have directly 
benefited the millions of Americans 
and international travelers who enjoy 
Smithsonian exhibits and programs 
each year. 

She also served our country in the 
U.S. Senate on the staff of the Budget 
Committee and in the White House as a 
special assistant to the President. 

I congratulate Nell Payne on her re-
tirement and thank her for the impor-
tant contributions she has made to the 
Smithsonian Institution and through-
out her professional career.∑ 
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REMEMBERING TONY REYNA 

∑ Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, for 
generations, Tony Reyna served his 
people in Taos Pueblo and northern 
New Mexico as a respected community 
leader and constant source of wisdom 
and kindness. 

Last year, Mr. Reyna joined friends, 
family, and community members to 
celebrate his 100th birthday, which the 
New Mexico State Legislature offi-
cially proclaimed as Tony Reyna Day. 
After a full life of service and dedica-
tion to his community Mr. Reyna 
passed away last month surrounded by 
his family and loved ones. 

Mr. Reyna was the last remaining 
survivor from Taos Pueblo of the Ba-
taan death march. On April 9, 1942, Mr. 
Reyna and 1,800 other members of the 
New Mexico National Guard were 
among the more than 75,000 American 
and Filipino soldiers who were taken as 
prisoners of war by Japanese forces. 

The Bataan death marchers were 
forced to endure 3 and a half years of 
brutal captivity. They were marched 
for days in the scorching heat through 
the Philippine jungles. Thousands died. 
Those who survived faced the hardships 
of a prisoner of war camp. Others were 
wounded or killed when unmarked 
enemy ships transporting prisoners of 
war to Japan were sunk by U.S. air and 
naval forces. 

After returning to Taos after the 
war, Mr. Reyna opened Tony Reyna’s 
Indian Shop in 1950, which has re-
mained open to this day. He served two 
terms as governor of Taos Pueblo. He 
also served the Town of Taos as a po-
lice commissioner and as a museum 
board member. He was a lifetime mem-
ber of the Taos Pueblo tribal council. 

He leaves behind an enduring legacy 
thanks to his lifelong efforts to pre-
serve the culture, resources, and tradi-
tions of Taos Pueblo. He played a vital 
role in the return of Blue Lake, the 
Pueblo’s sacred headwaters in 1970. And 
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